[Brucella endocarditis caused by reinfection of an aortic Starr valve. Apropos of a case with a favorable development after valvular replacement].
We report the case of a 36-year old male patient who was admitted for subacute endocarditis on an aortic prosthetic valve implanted 14 years previously for endocarditic valve regurgitation; no pathogen had been isolated at that time. Nine blood cultures were positive for Brucella abortus. The conventional antibiotic therapy did not prevent the formation of an abscess below the aortic annulus. A third antibiotic combination (quinolone and rifampicin) resulted in pyrexia prior to surgery. An atrioventricular block initially noted raised the problem of an associated myocarditis. The risk of Brucella infection existed before the first operation, and five serological tests were positive for that organism between the two episodes, which makes reinfection highly probable. This is the third case of Brucella endocarditis on a prosthetic valve. Its originality lies in its mechanism.